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U.S. State Department Web Chat on Wildlife Trafficking 
On June 27, the U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans, International Environmental and 
Scientific Affairs, Claudia McMurray fielded questions from the public online on the illegal trade of 
wildlife including endangered species. She discussed the U.S. State Department’s efforts to 
combat this US$10 billion a year trade through the Coalition Against Wildlife Trafficking (CAWT), 
a partnership of 19 governments and organizations.  To view the transcription, go to: 
http://tinyurl.com/3bbdwg. 
 
CAWT's three major goals and strategies are as follows:  
1. Improve wildlife law enforcement by expanding enforcement training and information sharing 
and strengthening regional cooperative networks. 
2. Reduce consumer demand for illegally traded wildlife by raising awareness of the impacts of 
illegal wildlife trade on biodiversity and the environment, livelihoods, and human health; its links to 
organized crime; and the availability of sustainable alternatives.  
3. Catalyze high-level political will to fight wildlife trafficking by broadening support at the highest 
political levels for actions to combat the illegal trade in wildlife. 
 
Indonesia Hosted Second Meeting of the ASEAN-WEN  
At the second annual meeting of the ASEAN Wildlife Enforcement Network (ASEAN-WEN) May 
21-23 in Bogor, Indonesia, interagency delegations of customs, police, and environmental 
officials from the 10 ASEAN countries, agreed on a 5-year Strategic Plan of Action to improve 
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coordinated efforts to combat illegal wildlife trafficking in Southeast Asia. Three specialized 
working groups will help implement the Strategic Action Plan in the areas of Special 
Investigations, Fundraising and Capacity Building. 
 
Member countries have demonstrated commitment and made considerable progress since the 
first ASEAN-WEN meeting a year ago.  Three countries (Thailand, Indonesia, and the 
Philippines) have established ASEAN-WEN task forces; Myanmar, Vietnam and Laos are 
currently in the process of setting up their task forces. A Program Coordination Unit has been 
established, to be permanently based in Thailand, which will take over the administrative duties of 
ASEAN-WEN, provide technical support, and host the new ASEAN-WEN web site. Most 
importantly, improved awareness, communication and coordination among countries have 
resulted in increased numbers of arrests and seizures in the region of wildlife smugglers and their 
contraband. 
 
In addition, ASEAN-WEN dispatched a special delegation to attend the 14th CITES Conference 
of the Parties in the Hague, which began on June 4. The ASEAN-WEN delegation participated in 
several enforcement-related side events at the Hague meeting, including an event sponsored by 
CAWT where U.S. Department of State Assistant Secretary for Oceans, International 
Environment and Science, Claudia McMurray, commended the outstanding work and 
commitment of ASEAN-WEN, saying that it is a model for other wildlife enforcement networks 
around the world. 
 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Partnering with 
ASEAN-WEN Task Forces 
Between June 30-July 12, members of the ASEAN-WEN Thai Task 
Force, including the Thai Police, Customs and Department of 
National Parks, shared with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service their 
progress in arrests and confiscations since their joint formal training 
course in August 2006. The Thai Task Force officers and U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Special Agents exchanged current strategy and 
techniques being used to suppress wildlife crime in their respective 
countries and border areas.  
  
Similar joint exercises are scheduled next for U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service officers and national ASEAN-WEN Task Forces in the 
Philippines and Indonesia. Trainings were coordinated by Wildlife 

Alliance (www.wildlifealliance.org). 
 
 
 

Improving Flood Forecasting for Mekong River Communities 
Rapid population growth, intensification of agriculture, climate change and changes in land use 
are causing flood prone areas within the Mekong River Basin to become increasingly vulnerable 
to flood damage. Affected communities need improved flood forecasting systems that take those 
external factors into consideration and timely disbursal of information to tell them about possible 
future flooding. 
 
Recognizing the need to improve flood forecasting and early warning systems, the Mekong River 
Commission (MRC), an international organization created to promote the management of shared 
water resources and sustainable development, hosted the 5th Annual Mekong Flood Forum from 
May17-18 in Vietiane, Laos. The Forum provided an opportunity for MRC member countries 
(Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam), China, Burma and other countries to discuss the 
current state of data collection and exchange, database systems and tools, and each country's 
progress towards a holistic and balanced flood management plan. 



 
The MRC is modernizing its tools aimed at improving flood forecasting and improving 
mechanisms to allow better exchange of information between the MRC member countries, China, 
Burma and the MRC Secretariat. 
 
The MRC currently issues daily flood forecasts and warnings during the June-November flood 
season taking its data from 23 forecast points on the Mekong River system. It disseminates these 
bulletins daily by fax, e-mail, or via the MRC web page (www.mrcmekong.org) to the National 
Mekong Committee of each member country, selected organizations, and the public. 
 
 
Bangkok’s Green Governor 
Bangkok’s Governor, Apirak Kosayothin, has traditionally championed environmental issues, and 
his recent campaign to confront global warming has become the flagship issue for his last year in 
office. He and his Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) are moving forward with a slew of 
projects to promote environmentally sustainable building construction, to reduce energy 
consumption, to improve waste removal and recycling, to switch to cleaner burning fuel, to reduce 
vehicle emissions, and to conduct public awareness campaigns—with the overall goal of reducing 
Bangkok's greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
The green campaign began at 7:00 p.m. on May 9, when the BMA turned off the city's lights 
(streetlights, billboards, etc.) and encouraged businesses and residents to turn off their lights for 
15 minutes—to demonstrate that small deeds by many people can conserve significant amounts 
of energy. In June, the BMA distributed 44,000 compact fluorescent bulbs to vendors at 200 wet 
markets located in the city as a gesture to encourage businesses and residents to use energy 
efficient fluorescent lighting. The Governor is implementing larger programs as well, such as 
expanding the city's subway and elevated train lines and introducing of a rapid bus system 
powered by natural gas. The BMA has issued a five-year plan outlining several projects to reduce 
Bangkok’s green house gas emissions by 15 percent by 2012. Off to a fast start, Bangkok might 
just meet its goal of becoming a greener city. 
 
 
Avian Influenza Update 
In Southeast Asia, only Vietnam and Indonesia have reported recent cases of avian influenza in 
humans. Vietnam reported five confirmed human cases between May 1 and June 3, (the first 
cases since November 2005), but believe avian influenza has peaked, as they have not seen any 
cases since early June. Indonesia's most recent human case, as reported by the Ministry of 
Health was in western Java on July 11, bringing the total to 102 reported cases of avian influenza 
with 81 confirmed human deaths from bird flu, the most of any country in the world. 
 
 
Dengue on the Rise in SE Asia 
With monsoon season upon the Southeast Asia region, cases of dengue are being reported at 
alarming rates. According to the Economist, Indonesia, whose rains come earlier, has had almost 
100,000 confirmed dengue cases and around 1,000 deaths. Cambodia has so far had almost 
15,000 cases and over 180 deaths—more than in all of 2006. In response, Cambodia began 
receiving technical assistance and equipment from its neighbor, Thailand. Malaysia, Vietnam and 
Thailand have each had over 20,000 cases, though their efficient health services have kept death 
rates low. Singapore, the region's richest country, has a sophisticated dengue-control program, 
with house-to-house inspections—yet its infection rate is still rising. During two of the last four 
weeks, cases of dengue fever reached epidemic levels in Singapore. Burma reported 3,000 
cases and 30 deaths in the first six months of the year, higher than the same period last year. 
 



Region-wide, this year's toll could be worse than 1998, which is the worst dengue year on record. 
According to the World Health Organization’s web site, 87% of the South and Southeast Asia 
regions are at risk of contracting dengue fever.  
 
  

In the Spotlight:  Armed Forces Research Institute 
of the Medical Sciences (AFRIMS) 
For almost 50 years, the U.S. Army and Royal Thai Army have 
collaborated on medical research, disease surveillance, and the 
development and evaluation of medical products for militarily 
important infectious diseases through an organization called the 
Armed Forces Research Institute of the Medical Sciences 
(AFRIMS). In Southeast Asia, some of the main threats to 
military personnel and the civilian public include malaria, 

diarrhea, scrub typhus, and viral infections such as HIV/AIDS, dengue, hepatitis, influenza and 
Japanese encephalitis. The World Health Organization designated AFRIMS a Collaborating 
Centre for Diagnostic Reference, Training and Investigation of Emerging Infectious Diseases, as 
they house state-of-the-art laboratory equipment and work in partnership with regional 
governments, the commercial sector, and non-governmental organizations. Currently, AFRIMS is 
testing a dengue vaccine with GlaxoSmithKline and the Thai government. It is also working with 
local governments to determine areas where the malaria parasite may have developed resistance 
to artesunate, one of the newest drugs used for treatment. AFRIMS is also developing local 
governments’ laboratory capacities to diagnose influenza, including highly pathogenic avian 
influenza.  
 
The U.S. Component of AFRIMS is part of the Walter Reed Army Institute of Research and one 
of the largest pieces of a global network of U.S. Department of Defense Overseas Medical 
Research Laboratories. Based in Bangkok, Thailand, AFRIMS (both the US Component and Thai 
Component) employs over 550 personnel and has 40 research field sites in Thailand, Nepal, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, Bangladesh, and the Philippines. For more information go to 
www.afrims.org. 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
• Asia Pacific Seminar on Climate Change, July 31-August 3, 2007, Bankgok, Thailand 

(http://www.ap-net.org/seminar/h01.html) 
• 18th U.S. Coral Reef Task Force, August 20-23, 2007, American Samoa 

(http://www.coralreef.gov/taskforce/meetings.html) 
• RECOFTC, Poverty Reduction and Forests, Tenure, Market and Policy Reforms, September 3-

7, 2007, Bangkok, Thailand (http://www.recoftc.org/site/index.php?id=444) 
• IUCN 4th Asia Regional Conservation Forum, Synergies for a Sustainable Asia, September 10-

14, 2007, Kathmandu, Nepal (http://www.iucn.org/places/asia/) 
• Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission, Future of Forests in Asia and the Pacific: Outlook for 2020, 

October 26-18, 2007, Chiang Mai, Thailand (http://www.fao.org/forestry/site/39701/en/) 
• UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, COP 13, December 3-14, 2007, Bali, 

Indonesia (http://unfccc.int/meetings/cop_13/items/4049.php) 
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